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SELF-FUNDED RETIREES — SENIORS’ CONCESSIONS 

207. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Minister for Seniors and Ageing: 
I ask this question on behalf of Martin, a self-funded retiree in my electorate. 
At a time when property prices are falling and investments are showing low returns, why should Martin and 
other self-funded retirees pay for the government’s $5 billion in election commitments as a result of capping the 
seniors’ rebate to $100 for water service charges and local government rates from 1 July 2017? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY replied: 
I thank the member for the question. We have heard today from many members on this side of the house about 
what has had to be done to repair the budget, so I will dumb it down for the member, because quite obviously he 
did not listen! I have spoken to many self-funded retirees today. All seniors are eligible for a variety of 
government and private business discounts. They all are. The only difference is that when the member was in 
government, his government changed age groups; it moved the age up from 61 to 62 for some of those 
concessions that are available. The previous government did other things to seniors, not only self-funded retirees, 
by slashing the cost-of-living rebate. The former government also pulled $199 million out of the pockets of 
seniors. Am I speaking slowly enough? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: Single seniors lost $80 each — 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, just listen; minister, through the Chair. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: The former government also axed the security rebate that was available for self-funded 
retirees. It left the state with a record debt and yet, on 6PR radio on Tuesday, the Leader of the Opposition — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: If members want to listen — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Keep reading that document to us, mate; that’s all you’re doing. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: The Leader of the Opposition — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You do not need to dob, manager of opposition business; I can hear. You are like a little kid in 
school. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I will not comment. I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time. 
Leader of the House, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: As I was saying — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: As you were reading. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: — on 6PR radio on Tuesday, the Leader of the Opposition — 
The SPEAKER: You might think you are funny, but you are coming across as quite average, member for 
Dawesville. I think seniors are a very, very important issue for both sides of the house, and the member on your 
own side wants to hear it. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: I will start again for the third time. The Leader of the Opposition said on 6PR radio last 
Tuesday that local government rebates could be eliminated altogether. That is the opposition’s view of seniors 
within our society. Members opposite do not have any compassion. We work with groups and I have met all the 
groups in the first three months — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: I have been working with them very closely. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: I have been working very closely with seniors groups and I have had more than just 
a couple of meetings. I had some very serious, high-level meetings with them to make sure that they have 
been — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, you are on your third call. 
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Several members interjected. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: He can go back and write a few more stupid questions, like he has been doing! 
We consulted with all the groups and we are trying to spread the pain that the former government caused to this 
state. It caused a huge cost blowout in the state. We are repairing that. We are sharing the pain across the areas. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: If you have something to say, ask a question! 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time and I also call the 
member for Hillarys for the second time. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: We listen and we try to work through issues. I understand there are some problems for 
self-funded retirees. We are working with them and we will work very hard to make sure that they are not 
disadvantaged any more than anyone else because of the former government that caused the problems in this state. 
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